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45 Qctober 2006

David Bengston

Merndocing Courty Agricuttural Cormmissioner
830 North Bush Street

Ukiah, CA 95482

Drear David Bengston,

The Caspar Community Board unanimously passed a resolution requesting that vou, as Commissioner
of Agricutture, use your discretionary authority to manage Gorss as a Category A Nowious Weed and
ta bring the resources of your office to the aid and assistance of Caspar Village to contain and eradicate
the gorse infestation.

| am enclosing this resolution.

As the quasi-governing entity of Caspar Village, Caspar Community is ideally suited to pro-actively assist
your office, the Mendocinoe Coast Cooperative Weed Managerment Area, and the Mendocine District of
the California Department of Park and Recreation in the task of containing and eradicating gorse from
our village. Please refer to our letter of 14 October 2005 (attached) in which we pledged people hours
for gorse and eucalvptus removal.

We ook forward to working with you,

Sincerely

I ell

oo Marilyn Murphy, Mendocing District Supervisor, California Departrnent of Fark and Recreation
ara Athan, Coordinator of the Mendocine Coast Weed Management Area
Peter Warner, Mendocing District, Califormia Department of Park and Recreation

To preserve & enhance the quality of all life in Caspar.
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Resolution of the Caspar Community
to County of Mendocino Commissioner of Agriculture
(with copy to California Department of Park and Recreation, Mendocino District)

Whereas: The citizens and property owners of Caspar are threatened by the rapid prolifera-
tion of non-native noxious weed, Gorse (Uex europea), as a major fire hazard and environ-
mental threat with exponential growth forcing out native plants.

Whereas: Gorse now heavily infests hundreds of acres bordering our community with
appraximately 75% of this land owned by the State of California and managed by State agen-
cies who have been unable to control the spread of Gorse on Jug Handle State Reserve or
the Caspar Headlands.

Whereas: Gorse growth is expanding and creating a seed reservoir and home base for many
new infestations appearing elsewhere in the coastal community.

Whereas: Many responsible residents and property owners are becoming overwhelmed by
the increasing labor and expense of trying to keep Gorse away from their homes and land.

Whereas: (Gorse is highly flammable, easily ignited and nearly impossible to extinguish.
Burmning Gorse produces 30 foot flames with intense heat, and roots of the plart can carry
fire underground. A Gorse fire bumed the town of Bandon, Cregon killing eleven people
and destroying 480 buildings. Gorse is expanding rapidly on both sides of busy California
Highway | where such a disaster could be ignited in our own community:

Whereas, the Caspar Community has in regular meetings discussed the infestation of Gorse,
consulted with local biologists on Gorse growth, and referred the issue of Gorse expansion
for review to the Mendocino Coast Cooperative Weed Management Area, and whereas the
results of these meetings, consultations and reviews have been useful and informative.

Whereas: Gorse is now ranked as a Category B Noxious Weed; and the Mendocino Courty
Agricuttural Commissioner has discretionary authority to raise its priority to Category A, thus
offering various additional options in addressing this urgent problem.

To preserve & enhance the quality of all life in Caspar.



Therefore: The Caspar Community requests the Commissioner of Agriculture use discretionary
authority to manage Gorse as a Category A Noxious Weed and bring resources of the
Commissioner's office, to our aid and assistance to contain and eradicate this infestation.

So resolved this | [th day of August 2006
by The Board of Caspar Community
Caspar, California

avid Alden, Searetary
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Ray Duff, Dirkctor
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