Draft Mendocino Coast Weed Management Area Project Impacts on Rare Plant Guidelines

· In the implementation of weed management projects, there is a need to work within the constraints of project funding and time limits to balance pre-management documentation with treatment and post-treatment monitoring. 

· The potential impact of any Mendocino Coast Weed Management Area (MCWMA) project on rare plant species and rare habitats (including all CNPS listed species) must be evaluated before the project is carried out. 

· To ensure that the above three needs are balanced, the pre-management survey requirements to document potential impacts of a MCWMA project on rare species will be evaluated with four potential outcomes. These outcomes will be determined by the scale of the project and the resources at risk.

Pre-Management Surveys for Rare Species

1. No survey needed

· When: project is so minor, and/or in such degraded habitat conditions that risk to sensitive species is inconsequential. 

· Example: hand removal of a single broom plant from highway cutbank. 

2. Focused survey

· When: project has low risk to rare plants, with minor impact of treatment.

· Example: treatment of isolated weeds.

· What: A search for specific rare species (at appropriate time to maximize detection probability) that may occur in the proposed project area (based on knowledge of species habitat requirements, historical records) is carried out.

3. Full CNPS survey by a qualified botanist.

· When: If the project has a high risk to rare plants, and/or with treatments that could impact native plant communities (http://www.dfg.ca.gov/whdab/pdfs/guideplt.pdf)

· Specific triggers will necessitate this outcome; these triggers have to be developed more fully, but would include projects in key communities such as pygmy forest. The California Department of Fish and Game recommends a full botanical survey whenever 

1. natural vegetation occurs on the site, but it is unknown whether rare, threatened or endangered species occur on the site and the project has the potential for direct or indirect effects on the vegetation, or 

2. rare plants have historically been known to occur on the site, but it is unknown what the impact of the project on current populations are. 

· Example: large-scale herbicide application, large-scale hand-removal. 

· What: Full CNPS survey by a qualified botanist (http://www.cnps.org/programs/Rare_Plant/inventory/guidelines.htm). MCWMA will develop of list of qualified botanists and will secure resources to pay for the surveys, or will arrange for volunteer services in instances when the land-owner can not afford to pay.

4. Project prohibited

· When: significant impacts on rare species not mitigated by project.

· Example: using a control method that would compromise the viablity of a rare plant occurrence, e.g. using repeated mowing treatments on half of the rare plant in a given occurrence as well as the target weed. 

